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Structure of the presentation

• The destiny of the scientific mission
In relation to
• Open access in general
• Open access to publicly paid books• Open access to publicly paid books



The scientific mission
• Production of as reliable and valid knowledge as 
possible
• Production of as useful knowledge as possible in a long
term perspective (and whatever the citizens define as 
useful knowledge)
• Spread of a rational model for human communication: 
all that counts is the good argument all that counts is the good argument 
•Intervention against misconceptions of scientific
knowledge
•Advocacy of freedom of research as the optimal 
condition for the production of reliable and useful
knowledge



The social contract for basic research 

Scientific freedom, defined as freedom
• to define the scientific problem
• to choose the adequate methods of investigation
• to freely disseminate the results• to freely disseminate the results
In return, researchers
• refrain from using their positions as researchers 

for non-scientific purposes
• make knowledge gained freely accessible to the 

tax payers



Open access in general

• The social contract, as stated here, gives the 
ethical basis for open access

• All stake-holders do not subscribe to OA
• All stake-holders and their agendas have to be • All stake-holders and their agendas have to be 

identified
• Different possible scenarios should be 

simaulated (in order to avoid unintended
consequences of our OA mission)



Open access in particular – What is at 
stake?

• Articles – settled: VRs requirements
• Digitalised source materials: basically yes, but

not to unrefined
• Books …• Books …



Are books still needed?
• John Willinsky, ”Toward the Design of an Open 
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Book crisis: Vicious spiral of …

…rising Declining Further…rising
production

costs

Declining
number of 

copies

Rising unit
costs

Further
reduction
in copies…



Book crisis, ctd…, due to
•Library sales in US: a drop from 2 000 
copies in the early 80s to 200 by 2004
•Rise in purchases by leading US 
research libraries 1986-2004:research libraries 1986-2004:
•Books 1 %
•Journals 51%



… Continued

• Too many titles, ceteris paribus leading to 
declining sales per title

• Falling or swaying interest in reading books
• Rapidly changingincitement structure in • Rapidly changingincitement structure in 

Academia redirecting humanists from writing
books to writing articles



A possible solution

• Open Access to monographs
• In combination with
• Print on Demand



Fragmented observations

• Some experiences of open access:
• Open Humanities Press; American Philological

Association, Open Access Books (Amsterdam, 
Firenze, Göttingen, Lyon, Manchester)Firenze, Göttingen, Lyon, Manchester)





Statistics of one open access book: ����	�
���
�	���������# * 180 000 downloads; 19 000 

sales; sixth months embargo)

The future of Telephony



����	�
��� �	���������#���
���+���(�� �������� 
��
+���(
������



Sales of a book without open access 
(i.e. no downloads): ����,���"�-�����


